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K. H. Ting has been travelling in South America where he visited the Movements — 
in Chile, Rio de la Plata and Brazil. From there he wrote: “Brazil’s heat is most 
oppressive, terrible, worse than Whitby! We are going to Sao Paulo and Rio de 
Janeiro and they say there it is still hotter !’’ On his return he spent some time in 
Puerto Rico and is now back in New York. | 


pa Than has begun his travels as Federation Secretary in South-East ‘Asam i 
and in company with Winburn Thomas has spent most of March in Indonesia where _ 
they visited many university centres and attended student conferences. 

Bill Nicholls lett Geneva early in March and was accompanied as far as Berlin 
by Margaret Holmes of Australia. There he attended a conference of Studenten-— 5 
pfarrer from the whole of Germany where for the first time the student pastors of 
' the Western and Eastern zones came together. Following this he participated in as 
Baptist student conference near Hanover, and later in the Vertrauensstudenten — 
conference, a meeting of the student leaders of the German S.C.M. in the Western 
part of Germany held near Frankfurt. He is now in Sweden and expects to be back ; 
in Geneva about April 15. a 


Keith Bridston has gone to Norway where he will attend the Easter camp of the 
Norwegian S.C.M. at their new chalet (see article). On his return he will visit Holland, © 
where he will be especially concerned with contacting theological students, and 
Belgium. He is,due in Geneva about May 1. 


a 


Philippe Maury is back in Geneva after attending the W.S.R. executive meetings : 
at Montreux, Switzerland, March 20-26 (see article). 9 


> 


Marie-Jeanne de Haller has been in the Geneva office during recent weeks andl 
will take part in the National Congress of the French Fédé in Lyon, April 10-14. | 


The staff in Geneva was delighted with the opportunity to talk over common | 
problems with John Deschner, General Secretary of the U.S.C.C., when he \ was” 
in Switzerland to attend the W.S.R. executive meetings. 


The price of a year’ Ss subscription to the new News Sheet is as follows : 
Sw. Fr. 2.50; £3/6; $1.00. 


Subscription orders may be sent to your national S.C.M. office or to. | 
Federation headquarters. 
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NEWS-LETTER 


fe 
o Dear Reader, 


_ I am writing to you in this number about the ecumenical concern of the 
ae Federation. Many of us, myself among them, are apt to regard this concern 
as the most important of all. Some of us in Geneva have recently been 

healthily reminded by Dr. Visser ’t Hooft that this is not the case, that in 
fact it is our missionary, evangelistic task that is primary. But of course 
in the present state of division amongst Christians we are bound to be led 
at once from evangelism to ecumenism, both by the scandal and impediment 
_ of our divided witness, and by the concern for truth, for the real Gospel, 
that any true witness must have. And historically I believe this is the way 
the Federation’s ecumenical concern actually did grow up. No one said: 
Let us found an ecumenical movement. They said: Let us unite students 


- throughout the world in witness to Jesus Christ. And so because they were © 


faithful in seeking first the Kingdom, God added to them an ecumenical 
“movement. Not indeed that an ecumenical movement is~something that 


‘the Gentiles seek, though it can be sought for-the reasons of the Gentiles, 


for organisational. efficiency, for greater power in resisting Rome, and the 


like. No, our ecumenical concern is in the first place a concern with Jesus 
: . Christ, for the totality of the-Gospel and for the wholeness of His Body, the 
E Church. We dare not be content with presenting a maimed Christ to a world 
» that is rushing to suicide without Him. If we seek to present the whole Christ 
_to the whole world, we are inescapably led to ecumenism. 
9 - It was thus that the Federation, which began as an outcrop of the great envan- 


4 gelical revivals of the nineteenth century, was led by a concern for the Gospel | 


itself to take the Church seriously. And to take the Church seriously meant 


and still means to take the churches themselves seriously. There grew up in 


the Federation what Professor Leo Zander, the General Secretary of the 
Russian S.C.M. outside Russia, who has been associated with the Federation 
since before our present student generation was born, has recently called 
_“churchity”. The movement ceased to be a group united only by an individual 
“love of Jesus Christ and a desire to witness to Him, and became also a group 
with a distinctively church character. As we began to want to enter into all 
that the Church means, we began to wrestle with the sacrament of Holy 
Communion. We found that our membership of divided churches as well 
as of the Federation presented us with innumerable paradoxes and difficulties. 
We found that the Federation could not regard itself as merely a Protestant 
movement, that our concern for the whole Christ and for the wholeness of 
“His Church was leading us to bring into the Federation’s life representatives 
_of the oldest churches, the ancient Orthodox churches of the East, and in the 
West others who though not Romans claimed for themselves in a very specific 
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sense the name of Catholic. We had members of the Federation wie) could] 
only with the greatest struggles of conscience enter into effective’ fellowship — 
with others whom they could not but regard as inheritors of an heretical - 
and even sub-Christian church life. More widely, a change came over the 
character of the Federation when so many of its members took their own 
church so seriously that their loyalty to the Federation fellowship became — 
of necessity secondary to their churchmanship. Thus we have added to the — 
traditional pattern. of the interconfessional movement the “church-related” — 
or ‘“‘confessional’’ movement. It meant simply this, that many felt they could 3 
not bring their whole Christianity into the Federation unless they brought | 
their church life with them as well as their personal Christianity. Thus the 4 
' Federation has become a much richer movement, but also a much more i 
complex one. It lives in struggle and tension, and is less and less able to— = 
take its spiritual unity for granted, more and more driven to see it as a paradox- 
ical gift of God which we could not humanly have foreseen. 4 
It is against this background that the work of the ecumenical commission — ; 
at the General Committee in Whitby, Canada, last summer, must be under-~ 
stood. I felt as I took part in these discussions that we were not so much » 
attempting to give any precise new definition of ecumenism as wrestling 
‘with the problems that God’s gift of ecumenism has created. We saw the ‘t 
problems themselves not as mere difficulties that we had to overcome for — 
organisational reasons but as part of the gift. I mean that we had a dim sense 
of being led by God through these very difficulties to a new kind of unity, ; 
to a new hope for the fulness of the Church, that would not have by-passed _ 
‘the difficulties but would have incorporated the different truths that were 
struggling together. We were not looking for some sort of synthesis ‘on the 
human level. Indeed any sort of synthesis was far out of sight. Rather we 
saw the diversity of the traditions we represented in something of the way — 
in which the human mind falls back baffled before the holiness and mystery | 
of.God. We felt as if we could only see the richness of God’s gift of the Church > ” 
if we could add a new dimension to our ways of looking at it.’ We needed - 
to see the Church not only through our own eyes but through everybody | 
else’s as well. We began to have a certain distrust of precise and neat solutions, ! 
because they might exclude the mystery. We wanted to leave ourselves open 
to what God would say to us in the future. Thus we dared not recommend 
to the Federation that it bind itself to any universally applied policy in regard. 
to celebrations of the Holy Communion. We felt we had to point to the 
very difficulty and painfulness of the problem as a sign of hope. God is 
always most active at the point of man’s greatest need. If we were faithful 
in trying to look at the whole of the problem, to do violence to the conscience 
of no one, to re-think continually our policy in the light of new circumstances, 
we could rely on God to give us light in our darkness. Above all, we began 
to see very clearly that the unity of the Church is not. something we have. 
to build ourselves. It is the gift of God, given once for all in Jesus Christ, 


faith which can receive the gift. 

_ Since Whitby the main thing that has happened in our ecumenical field 
has been the holding of the second Ecumenical Consultation of the Federation 
at the Chateau de Bossey, near Geneva. These Ecumenical Consultations 
were begun last year by the Executive Committee of the Federation, to give 


eo ems arising out of its life. The Chairman on both occasions has been 
Dr. W. A. Visser *t Hooft, General Secretary” of the World Council of 
Bhurches, and until 1948 Chairman 
of the Federation, and the members 
thave been drawn both from youn- 
ger leaders of the ecumenical 
movement as a whole and from 
leaders of the Federation. After 
i, a most fascinating address on 
F theological divisions which do not 
_ correspond to the boundaries of 
“the churches, given by Prof. Edmund 
4 Schlink of Heidelberg, whose article 
Pin the January number of The 
Student World some of you will 
have read, we passed to a’ discus- 
sion of the problems of worshipping 
“together in the Federation. Our 
4 discussion last year on intercom- 
-munion had brought us to the ; 
point where we saw that a deeper Prof, Edmund Schlink 
theological examination of our 

“common worship as a whole needed to be made. We eae long been aware 
of the difficulties of language and background which make our worshipping 


4 


tried to go a little deeper and to see also how our difficulties are related to 
‘the nature of prayer itself, and our differing understandings of it, and to 
the nature of the Church itself. On the practical level we tried to see how 


we could help university students to worship together in a manner appro- | 


priate to their special vocation, and how the Federation ought to use the 
‘traditional services of the Christian confessions and also the specially composed 
services of individuals and groups. We were severely warned against offering 
a mere mixture of traditions without inner coherence, but at the same time 
we recognised that the role of the Federation in the university involved it in 
a worshipping task for which the traditional liturgies of the churches provided 


‘no adequate precedent. ‘Tt is hoped that as a result of the discussion we shall — 


ye 
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and ‘continually given asain in so fal: as we spit ourselves in the attitude of ; 


“guidance to the Federation and the national Movements on the:ecumenical | © 


together in Federation meetings more difficult, even on the purely practical — 
evel, than they often are in only one national Movement. Thistime we | 


_be able in the next weeks to produce a document on worship in the Federation 


which will incorporate the thinking that has already been done in the past, é 
as wel! as the work of this consultation, and will provide a general guide to 


the whole subject for the benefit of national Movements and local branches. 
I hope that once our document has been criticised by the members of. the: 


consultation it will reach you all and be of use to you as you confront these — 


problems in the daily life of your Movements. 


Finally I should like to tell you a little of the way in which we hope to be Al 


of use to you in dealing with the ecumenical problems which arise in the 4 


daily life of your Movements. Here in Geneva we are in a position to realise 
the great diversity of opinion which exists in the Federation as a whole on . 
ecumenical questions. We are able from time to time as in these Ecumenical — 
Consultations to bring these points of view together and subject them to an — 


intensive examination and mutual confrontation in a small and more expe-— 


rienced group. This sort of group focuses the thinking of the Federation — 
at its deepest in a way that perhaps not even the General Committee is able 
to do. It is by means of this sort of consultation that the Federation to a — 


great extent may be aole to retain its traditional role of ecumenical pioneering. © 


But such work wii} not have any value to the Federation as a whole unless | 
we get it ov ‘o you in a form which you can use, and unless on the other : 
hand you will write to us from time to time in criticism of what we put out, — 
telling us how it works out in practice, and how far it is dealing with what — 
you find are the real problems. I see our job in Geneva as that of a clearing ‘ 


house for the thinking of the Movements, and a means of making available 
to all the experience of each creative group in particular situations. For 


example, since Whitby a great deal of rethinking of policy in relation to — 


communion services has gone on in several national Movements, and I think : 
that some of the documents which I have collected on this subject would be 
of great interest te many of you. So I propose when I return from a tour of — 
Germany and Sweden on which I am about to start to get this material 
together, along with any more of the same kind that I may have been able © 
to find in the meantime, and send it out to the Movements to help them in 
their thinking. I should be very glad to receive suggestions from you as to 


anything else of the same kind that you think might be useful to you. I cannot. 


do very much from Geneva unless we have a continuing conversation about — 


all these problems. It is in some such way as this that I can see the ecumenical 
task of the Federation being carried on. 


This News-letter is not addressed to General Secretaries but to every 


reader of the News Sheet. I am inviting everyone who is interested to take 


part in this conversation. I hope that many will remember the rest of the - 
Federation when they have a good idea or meet a particularly difficult problem. 


The easiest way to get in touch with the thinking of the Federation asa whole is 


to write to us at Geneva. We will do our best to see that something gets done. 
With my best greetings, 
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Yours sincerely, BiL~ NICHOLLS. — 


4 


Japan swelling the already over- 
populated south. Before and 
_ during World War II thousands of 
Koreans under military pressure 
ad made concessions to the Japanese 
_ hew order in East Asia, whereas 
- thousands more were imprisoned 
4 and died, rather than compromise 
_ their national loyalty or their 
_ Christian faith. 

The end of the, Pacific war 
- did not bring liberation; instead 
3 the Russians occupied the northern 
an half, the Americans the southern 
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_ portion. The armies of occupation 
_ have since been withdrawn,.yet the 


4 two halves remain specific areas of 
a 


‘influence of the two world powers. 

Little is known about conditions 
in the soviet sphere, save that 
millions fled their homes rather 
-than continue to live under the 
3 Russian brand of ‘“‘democracy’’. 
_. The south likewise has its problems, 
among them fear of invasion from 
“the north. The present political 


~- certain liberal and Christian per- 
_. sonalities in the leadership, suffers 
from thirty-five years of Japanese 
~ example. An American resident 
a writes that persecution is rife. 
The Student Christian Move- 
- ment’s life reflects some of the 
‘tensions and anxieties felt by the 


the Y.M.C.A., Y.W.C.A. 


regime, despite the presence of 


q THE S.C.M. IN SOUTH KOREA | 


Korea and the Koreans have much in common with Palestine and the 
The peninsula has long been a battlefield on which China, Japan 
and Russia have fought for Far Eastern mastery. 
_ has frequently been violated. It is today a partitioned land, with more than 
five million refugees from north of the 38th parallel and repatriates from 
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D. T. Niles, minister of the Methodist 
Church of Ceylon and Chairman of the 
Youth Department of the World Council 
of Churches, and Hyung Do Kim, Student 


Secretary of the Korean S.C.M., Asian’ 


Conference, Kandy, 
December 1948. 


Leaders’ Ceylon, 


people. Since the Y.M.C.A. and Y.W.C.A. were dissolved during the war, ; 
there is no S.C.M. activity in the northern half of the peninsula. However, 
and Korean Student Christian Federation 


' jointly have a large and important program in the former American 


occupation zone. | 


Its national sovereignty 
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Pee atk The Korean Student Y.M.C.A. has been related to the W.S.C.F. since — 
| the latter’s organisation in 1896. At the Soro Conference (Denmark) in © 
1902, the Movement was reorganised as a section of the Chinese Student. 
Y.M.C.A. on the grounds that Chinese was the most convenient language _ 
of intercourse. In 1922, after Korean delegates had returned from the Peking — 
Conference of the W.S.C.F., a Student Y.W.C.A> was organised. The ~ 
Korean Y.W.C.A. thus became the first and only S.C.M. in Asia which 
came into being without the assistance of western secretaries or visitors. = 
Neha Although none of the Y.M.C.A.s or Y.W.C.A.s survived the war, both 
had reorganised their work in the south by 1947. Anticipating the renewal — 
of S.C.M. activity, the W.S.C.F. General Committee in 1946 instructed its — 
officers to take the necessary steps to restore the Korean S.C.M. to its rightful ~ 
position in the Federation’s life. On December 29, 1947, a Preparatory 
Committee was set up to form a Korean Student Christian Federation. 
Fifteen men’s schools and three women’s schools were represented on the 
Committee, which claimed an affiliation of ninety-three associations and — 
seven city federations by the time of the national organisation meeting in 
April 1948. ae he 
ae The 1948 Y.M.C.A.-Y.W.C.A. Joint Conference brought together repre- | 
sentatives of the total membership of the two bodies. Because of the wide 
spread in ages, the 1949 Conference was limited to university and high school — 
students, with two delegates from each university and one from each high ~ 
school. The total attendance was 130, with university delegates outnumbered — 
two to one. Approximately one-fourth were women students. In order to 
provide a program better suited to the needs of university students, and to ~ 
accommodate a larger number of delegates from institutions of higher learning, — 
separate high school and university conferences are being: planned for 1950. — 
din Student initiative showed a considerable development in 1949. Each 
pie delegate was given committee responsibilities ; every aspect of the program — 
im was a novel experience, for Korean youth have been accustomed to attending — 
services planned and conducted by adults for their benefit. Free discussion, — 
in which the women participated, featured the sessions, as contrasted with — 
rather meager youth participation at the 1948 Conference. 
aa Thousands of Christian students are among the refugees who have fled 
Blae es from the north. More than four hundred from sixteen schools and univer- — 
; sities are being cared for in a single Christian hostel. The three Christian — 
agencies working with students are constantly asked for food, clothing, — 
‘medicines, books, paper and writing materials. There are but few books 
in Korea suitable for S.C.M. study purposes ; very few students read English. — 
Hundreds of books suited to Korean student needs are available in Japanese, 
& which is known by all students in Korea, but dollars are required for their — 
ease importation. There is no mimeograph paper or ink available for use by — 
‘t local groups for program aids and study materials. S.C.M.s of the west are — 
requested to send any quantities of the items mentioned above to Miss Esther _ 
Park, Advisor to the Y.W.C.A., Seoul, Korea, for distribution through — 


the joint committee of the Y.M.C.A., Y.W.C.A. and K.S.C.F., or the 
Korean Student Relief Committee. 2 Sng 


a 
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- Winsurn T. Tuomas. 
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THE RUSSIAN S.C.M. 
IN FRANCE 


From a Report by J. V. Morozoff, General Secretary of the Movement 


o 


. “The importance of the work of the Movement is that it tries to reveal 


_ is not an out-of-date treasure whose care was entrusted to us by our ancestors, 
but first of all a vital power which must govern our whole life.” 


a In this way its General Secretary emphasises the “‘contemporariness’” of _ 
4 the Russian Student Christian Movement in France. ‘‘They do not reject © 
“Russian culture and all that constitutes the eternal treasure of the Russian 


: ‘nation and of Russia, but they also turn their minds to those sources which 
a inspired the founders of the Russian Orthodox tradition.’-They want to 
: ‘know Christ and to learn about the living tradition of the Church, not through 
p Solovieif and Dostoievsky, but directly from the Gospels, 


. Study Circles ogee, 
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This desire is reflected in the work of some of the eight study circles 
_ organised by the Movement in which the students discuss the subjects in 
~ which they are interested, speak out their doubts, and seek in “this inter- 
change to find an answer to their questions. One group has made a study 
_ of the New Testament, and its members have demonstrated their practical 
“a Christianity by devoting a great deal of their time to social welfare work. 
2 Another group concentrated on the First Epistle to the Corinthians, while 
. others studied the Orthodox liturgy, and nineteenth century Russian religious 
, and philosophical thought. The ecumenical circle has been particularly 
~ successful with a large attendance of Orthodox, Protestant and Catholic 
students. — 


“Missionary Work 


4 - One of the most significant activities of the R.S.C.M. in France is its 


$ missionary work, described by the General Secretary : 
4 ' Last fall the Movement organised a series of missionary iGvels to the 


~ provincial parishes of our diocese. The first trip in which eight participated ~~ 


- was to the parish of the Rev. Ilja Melia at Colombelles. 


OTE SEA ae Beg 33 


Christ’s truth in contemporary language, to show the youth that Christianity f te 


* The Rite of Blessing for the journey was said by the Metropolitan Vladimir . 
personally. He blessed each participant and warmly commended our desire : ‘ 
to serve the Church on the missionary field. ‘ 


We started our journey with a certain fear but came back inspired by 
our first attempt at missionary work. These three days spent in the parish 
of Colombelles were indeed significant for the missionaries as well as for the 
parishioners, who welcomed their guests with cordiality and boundless Russian ~ 
warmth. Father Ilja had thoroughly prepared for the visit of the group by 
personally calling on all his parishioners and inviting them to take part in 
the religious discussions. About seventy-five people attended the five lectures 
and the work in the groups was carried on with great interest. 


Inspired by the success of this first trip we decided at once to organise a 


second journey to the East of France, to the parish of Belfort, and this time 
not only for three days but for ten, during which seven towns were visited. 
A group of three gave ten lectures on the general subject : ““On Orthodoxy 
and on the participation of laymen in the life of the Church.” 


The second journey strengthened our feeling of the necessity of missionary 
work in the parishes of our diocese. It was particularly comforting to meet _ 
_ the representatives of the intelligentsia of the new emigration. They are. 
cordial and hospitable Russian people, ready to help each other as much as 
possible in the endurance of the hardships of their life. But they have no more 
of that frankness which is characteristic of Russians. They are fine, thinking 
and searching people, but they reflect their materialistic training which has — 
left a deep mark on them. They appreciate only that which has a practical 
’ importance for life, and even the safe-keeping of the Russian mother tongue 

is considered only in view of its practical use. | 


They have almost no idea either of the Church or of Christian faith. 
However, as a matter of principle they are not opposed to the Church, but 
on the contrary they are in some ways drawn to it in a search for the answers - 
to the profound questions which arise in their minds. The youth we met | 
made a good impression on us. They are modest, spiritually sensitive and . 
sympathetic. In general we would say that the parish has many devout 
people, of deep belief, who devotedly serve the Church. 


The experience of these two journeys showed that this work has great 
meaning for our Church life as well as for those who lead the work. The 
youth attending parish church services is obliged to feel its responsibility , 
for the life of the Church, and the leaders of this missionary work are inspired 
to greater efforts and sacrifice in the service of the Church. 
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Our sporadic journeys will now probably become more systematic, as a 


~ Missionary Centre is being organised whose task it will be to lead missionary 
z, work in the provincial parishes as well as in Paris and its suburbs. 


_ Other activities 


In addition to its study and missionary work the R.S.C.M. in France 
has a varied program, much of which is carried on in the Student House in 
- Paris. 


According to a three-year-old tradition, celebrations of the Holy Liturgy 
_ are conducted monthly at 6.30 a.m., thus giving students and working 
_ youth an opportunity to attend before going to school or business. Last 
‘. year spring and autumn conferences were held, and sixty-three students, 
fifteen of them from Oxford University, participated in the summer camp 
~ near Grenoble. 


The R.S.C.M.s in France and Germany jointly sponsor a_publication - 
- which tries to meet the needs of their members and also those in America, 
Ff and in addition discusses general church subjeets and universal problems of 
_ the Christian life. 


peat he General Secretary concludes his report by saying: ““‘We can affirm 
that the youth has an interest in the Church and in the Russian cultural 
_ inheritance. It is only necessary to extend this work so important for these 
: people who are living nowadays in such a distressing situation.” 
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THE TEMPTATION 
A Meditation | 4 


| Excerpts from a sermon preached on Sunday, February 26th, 1950, by the Rev. Oliver — 
Tomkins, at the Ecumenical Consultation of the W.S.C.F. if 
Read St. Luke iv: 1-13. 


In the ‘‘mystery’’ of the life of the Church, we, members of Christ, are called re 
always to live again that which has been lived, once and for all, by Christ Himself. a 
It has been done, uniquely and finally, in Jesus — and yet because we live “in Him & 
and He in us”, we are called to pass with Him through all which He passed through ~ 

for us. And so, in the rhythm of the Church’s year, as we have worshipped at His ~ 
Nativity in the manger, now in these days of Lent, we are passing towards Calvary _ 
— and our way lies through forty days in the desert. With Him we are led by the — 
Spirit into the desert — and there the Devil tempts us. ‘4 
OK OR 7 

The first temptation — the desert has made us hungry. The Devil says, “Let — 
those stones be made bread.’’ This is, oddly enough, a crowded desert. The multi- — 
tudes of the world throng it — a desert, these days, of bombed cities and wasted j 
economies ; of nations, tired and depressed, struggling to regain lost power and ~ 
self-respect, of others emerging from centuries of oppression into self-government: — 
men are hungry. , a 
The Church is with them in the desert. They deserve to be fed. Of course they ; 
need bread. They have a right to it. That is what makes the temptation. ae 

However, if the Church isn’t out in the desert, hungry, there is no temptation. © 

Too often we have not been near enough to Jesus in the desert to feel the temptation, — 
for one must be hungry to pity the hungry. Then the temptation is not to give men — 
bread. But is is our duty as men and as Christians to pray for daily bread. , 


Si oe ona 


When we do give men bread, the temptation is to suggest that bread is enough. 
“Not by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of Gods 
The word of God is continually creative. “Et moi, je parle toujours’, as Péguy — 
puts into the mouth of God. The desert will often be man’s sojourn ; bread will — 
always be his need, whether he remembers it in his hunger or takes it for granted in. 
his repletion. But always “every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God” 
is needed to give life. And just as the satisfaction of material needs is not enough ~ 
for man, so institutional well-being is not enough for the Church. We are tempted 
to offer men a Church unity in which a smooth running organisation is all they want. 
— not the ever new, uncomfortable, disruptive word of the Living God, 


RE Sona 


The second temptation — “The Devil showed Him all the nations of the world.” — 
The Devil is a master of generalisation. He presented Jesus with a masterly survey 
of the world situation, pointing out that it all belonged to him at the moment, but — 
that Jesus could have it on terms. RS 

The perpetual temptation is to compromise with the Zeitgeist — with the spirit 
of the age. The Devil is always whispering to the Church, “You can have it. The — 
whole thing is waiting for you, if you have the sense to offer men Christianity in 
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E. terms which they like. See my success”, says the Devil. “Now, I’m a broad-minded 


you like. That’s what you want, isn’t it? And it’s so easy — accept my terms and 
it’s yours.” pie 
: * * * 


“You don’t really know your job”, says the Devil. “Look at these students of 
yours — you’ve got to meet them where they are. Identify yourself with them ; find 
what they want, and give it to them.” 
_ __ O God, he is so nearly right. There is something in what he says, isn’t there ? 
How do we know what is the will of God? = 

Jesus answered, “Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God and Him only shalt 
thou serve.”” We worship a jealous God. 
' How do we know? “The life that I live, I live by faith in the Son of God Who 
loved me and gave Himself for me’? — by faith. The Lord our God is only known 
by faith — we cast ourselves utterly upon Him, trusting Him absolutely and only. 


ok * * 


_ And straightway he took Him to a high tower and said, “Cast yourself down... He 
will give His angels charge over you.” That is bitter — our very trust in God made 
into a temptation. After all, nothing can hurt us; we are more than conquerors ; 

all things are possible through Him that strengtheneth us ; there is no condemnation 

. to them that are in Christ Jesus. So we can safely take the dangerous jobs; we can 

_ dare all rebellion from old Church rules, experiment, pioneer, take risks. 


* * * 


| In T.S. Eliot’s Murder in the Cathedral the first three tempters of Thomas a 


» popularity and a reputation for statesmanship, but the fourth tempts him by saying, 


_ “Die, and you will become a martyr’ — the temptation to do the right thing for the | 


_ wrong reason. Jesus said, “Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.” 

“Aye, there is the rub. We pause, horrified, on the top of the pinnacle of the 
- temple — we were about to tempt God, to try to exploit Him, to do only what we 
_ wanted, to make sacrifices provided that we could choose them. We turn round, 
_ shamefaced, and come down again — by the stairs. 


But that is not necessarily the last word — though, God forgive us, it sometimes — 


_ is. While we did not tempt God, neither did we obey Him. Thomas of Canterbury 
was martyred after all. Jesus came back from the desert, but He set His face stead- 


_ fastly to go toward Jerusalem. se 
ff le Te 


power of the Spirit into Galilee.” 
_ We must not evade this time of temptation with Jesus in the desert. As with 
_ Him, it is but a prelude to a ministry of obedience. Its effect is not to overcome 
- our enemy once for all — that is not in our power to do but in His. And He has 
done it. Its effect is to force us through the depths of being tempted, to know where 
our only resources lie. Being brought. again face to face with them, we are ready. 
~ to go out with Jesus “‘in the power of the Spirit into Galilee’. In His own time and 
by His paths He will take us with Him from Galilee to Jerusalem, and on through 


Who has never left us comfortless. © 


b. 
Ee fellow ; I don’t mind what people call themselves. They can all be Christians if. 
i 


The third temptation — “‘That’s fine’’, says the Devil. ‘‘That’s the spirit I admire.”” 


4 Becket of Canterbury fail as he overcomes easily the lust of place and power and 


Being tempted is exhausting work. When the Devil left Him, angels came and 
ministered to Jesus, and the next verse in St. Luke begins, ‘“Then Jesus came in the  ~ 


~ Gethsemane to Golgotha, to the Garden of Resurrection where we shall meet Him, fii 


CHARITY AND WITNESS 


World Student Relief and International Student Service 
meet at Montreux, Switzerland 


More than fifty delegates met together from March 21st to 26th in a large 
hotel on the shores of the Lake of Geneva at Montreux in Switzerland. For 
six days we looked at the world-wide problems of relief now confronting 
international student organisations. To the elderly ladies and gentlemen 
in the same hotel, enjoying the tranquillity of this haven of peace, we must 
have appeared a very strange group. There were Roman Catholics, Protes- 
tants, Jews, communists, socialists, idealists — indeed a microcosm of the 
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1950 world. The five official representatives of the Federation were Margaret — 


Holmes of Australia, John Deschner of the U.S.A., Alan Booth of Great 
Britain, Bengt Hoffman of Sweden, who represented the Chinese point of 
view in the light of his work there in the past few years, and myself. The 
important feature of this meeting was that in spite of our differences, conflicting 
opinions and even verbal battles, we really felt united by the desire to do 
something to alleviate student suffering. I remember how after one of the 


most difficult sessions in which we had been confronted anew with the bitter 


divisions of our world, a young communist, after looking towards the 
mountains and the lake, said to a Christian delegate, ‘““What a tragedy it 
would be if instead of meeting one another in these peaceful surroundings, 
we had to be on opposite sides of machine-gun fire.” 

There was no machine-gun fire in the meeting, but it was a hard and painful 
one. Half of the sessions were devoted to a study of the program of action 
of World Student Relief and International Student Service, but the main 
debate centred round the chief issue at stake — the future of W.S.R. (see 
Federation News Sheet, vol. X, No. 1). The International Union of Students 
came to the meeting with a new proposal which in spite of its weaknesses 
and difficulties could be considered as an effort to find a compromise. The 
Federation representatives throughout the sessions made continued and 
vigorous efforts to avoid the breaking off of discussion and to find a possible 
basis of agreement. Any visitor coming into the meeting might have thought 
he was at Lake Success, for the words ‘‘veto power’’, “the Big Five’, “‘the 
Jron Curtain” and other such familiar phrases were frequently heard. The 


main result, and perhaps the only gain of these days and nights (we seldom — 
went to bed before three o’clock in the morning), was that we partially over- | 


came a division which might have been considered inevitable. The I.U.S. 
seemed to agree that a rule of unanimity should not be considered essential 
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; to continued RoGre ition among the various international student organisa- 
a ‘tions and the Federation delegates constantly expressed their desire to find 
e _a common basis of work (in spite of all difficulties which might arise and of 
iy our very different approaches to life) not only with Pax Romana, the World 
4 Union of Jewish Students, and International Student Service, but also with 
_ the International Union of Students. We emphasised that the Federation 
was primarily concerned with the real needs of students and that if we care- 
* fully defined the activities required to meet these needs, there should be a 


‘A ; Hubert Matot, France (I.S.S.), Bernard Ducret, Switzerland 
a (Pax Romana), Paul Bouchet, France (I.U.S.) at I.S.S. 
Assembly, Aurora, U.S.A., August 1949. 


possibility for continued cooperation. We were forced to accept the impossi- 
bility of continuing the constitutive agreement of W.S.R., which will therefore 
come to an end on September 30th, 1950, but we confirmed our desire to 
: keep the door open to all those willing to cooperate within a new framework 
of relief activity, the scope of which we tried to define as clearly as possible. 

* No one knows whether such cooperation will be possible. We can at 
“least be thankful that no irreparable break has taken place and that the 
“Federation and the I.U.S. probably feel closer than they have in the past 
“months. No final formulation of the statutes of the new organisation has 
been achieved, and our long drafting sessions have only produced the first 
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oubing of a unified body centred round a program of service, upon “which bi 
all international organisations and national I.S.S. and W.S.R. groups are. @ 
- now invited to comment. The coming months will therefore be marked by 


a= 


an active exchange of ideas and correspondence, and I sincerely hope that — 


when the final decision is taken towards the end of the summer, a new basis 
of agreement will have been reached and a constructive instrument of action 


‘in the student world created. th 
Of course these organisational discussions are not very rewarding. ALL 


those who have taken part in similar ones have experienced the extreme 
difficulty of understanding one another’s thinking and desires, the constant 
temptation of lassitude and surrender, the strenuous work of fighting with 
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words — all such things which tend to make us forget that the reality for f 


_ which we are searching is man himself. I think, however, that on behalf 


of the Federation delegates and many others, I may say how grateful we are 


that these meetings have clearly demonstrated that people who otherwise 
in this divided world of 1950 would find themselves on opposite sides of the — 


fence can still speak together and understand one another. Even if this should 4 


be the only positive result of these days, we ought now to thank God for it. : 


I cannot speak here of the decisions made concerning current activities. 


I only wish to reiterate how desperately pressing student needs are and how. 


helpless we feel with our limited resources. If, as Christians, we are concerned 


_. with witnessing to the love of God for man, we cannot be complacent. We 


must give without reservation of our money, our time, our energies and be 


willing to sacrifice our pride for the common good. This is a hard way, but : 


I am convinced that it is the only one possible for us today. 
Particularly encouraging was the news brought back by Sigvard Wolonts 


the General Secretary of W.S.R. and I.S.S., from his world tour and especially — 


from South-East Asia. New projects of felief and self-help are being developed : 
there, new contacts have been established, and a fresh field opened to oppor-.— 
tunities for international cooperation. But at the same time new needs appear, — 


in comparison with which the disastrous condition of many European students 
looks relatively privileged. In August the Annual Conference of I.S.S. will — 


take place in India, and it will be a token of the widening of our cooperative — 
effort and a sign of the new consciousness of Western students of their: respon- — 


sibilities in this part of the world. 


The framework in which relief has been carried on up to the onkent . 
disappears. We hope that a new organisation will assume both the work and — 


traditions of our past cooperation, and give a new impetus to the joint efforts 


of students for the establishment of a true international solidarity among. | 


all members of the universities. The Federation wishes to be a part of this 
effort and will do its best to achieve it. 


Pomc pee) 
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FEDERATION MEETINGS 


European Council 


a Representatives of eleven Student Christian Movements met at Presinge, Switzer- 
land, February 22-24, to discuss “Our Common Task as European Movements’’. 
4 They felt that in line with the tradition of the European Movements of bringing 
_ to the common treasury of the churches a real depth of thinking and a theological 
e concern, it is their continuing task to help students to come to a more mature faith 
and a deeper knowledge of the totality of the Gospel. For such an enterprise a 
spirit both of great humility and of adventure which is to be found in a living faith 
in the Holy Spirit and His power is essential. This faith, combined with a really 
a prophetic spirit which is able to see the significance in contemporary events, Will 
_ lead the Movements, within the community of the Church, toward new and creative 
solutions to the problems of our day. * 

_. The discussion of the Student Christian Movement on the student milieu, begun 
z at Whitby, was continued, with emphasis upon the need for pastoral care and for 
a teal knowledge of the many personal problems, doubts and difficulties which 
~ confront ‘today’s students. ae 

’ Plans were made for greater coordination of University Commission work which 
_ has been developing in the European Movements, and-for a more ge planning 
sof summer conferences. 


Ecumenical Consultation © 


Seay alae) 


Thirty delegates from eighteen countries and ten denominations met at the 
» Chateau de Bossey in February for the second Ecumenical Consultation of the 
_ Federation. The very representative nature of the group made for a realistic facing 


and Latin America. 
_ The Consultation discussed a document prepared by the staff in Geneva on 
the problems of common worship at ecumenical meetings. It also offered suggestions 
for the revision of Venite Adoremus I (a collection of services of the various traditions) 
on which the Federation is now working in an effort to help both the Student Move- 
ments and the churches to discover and appreciate unfamiliar traditions and thus 
_ to enrich the worship experience of all. 
__We were particularly privileged to have Dr. Visser ’t Hooft, who has recently 
returned from Asia, as chairman of the Consultation. He told us something of 
the life of the churches and the S.C.M.s in that part of the world, and their interest 
in ecumenical matters challenged us to greater efforts in this field. 
-- Keith Bridston who had visited the Movements in Central America outlined 
the problems of the S.C.M. in countries where Protestants are a very small minority, 
where antagonisms between the different churches as well as social pressure make 
_ it very difficult for them to be faithful to their missionary purpose without becoming 
identified with any of the conflicting powers. 
In the discussion on student chaplains representatives of several countries outlined 
various patterns in which the chaplains work and their relations with the local S:C.M.s. 
_ The Federation and the S.C.M. are particularly grateful for the renewed interest 
among churches and universities in student Christian work. In many cases it has 
"resulted in the appointment of student chaplains, and the main concern of the 
discussion was to Bo uRe: in hae way the, Federation and the S.C.M.s: could 


we 
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of the issues of church relationships, particularly in South-East Asia, the Near East 


best cooperate with these chaplains. It was decided to consider the possibility of 


holding an international student chaplains’ conference under the joint auspices of — 


the W.S.C.F. and the World Council of Churches. 


Officers’ Meeting 


Following the Ecumenical Consultation, an Officers’ Meeting was held, with © 


Ruth Wick, Vice-Chairman, and Leila Anderson, Treasurer, from the United States, : 


meeting with Dr. Mackie, Chairman, and the Geneva staff to prepare the ground 
for the Executive Meeting which will be held in France in August, and to give direction, 


to the staff for their work until that time. Among other things they planned future © 


staff travels and the programs of the summer meetings, and discussed the relation- 
ship of the Federation to other international Christian bodies. They also had a 
very fruitful meeting with Dr. Michelfelder of the Lutheran World Federation. 


Marie-Jeanne de Haller, Robert Mackie, Leila Anderson, Ruth Wick, 
Philippe Maury 
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' FEDERATION AROUND THE WORLD 
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“¢ Skrimhytta”’ 


A strange name? We hope it won’t 
remain strange and unknown in the 
future. “‘Hytta’’ means chalet, and to 
a Norwegian, the word has the flavour 
of vacation life in the hills and moun- 
tains, long walks, fishing, swimming and 
long evenings at the fireside. 

“Skrim” is the name of a mountain 


_-at Kongsberg, about three hours’ travel 


> 


hiking. 
 S.C.M. has 


as dining rooms, a 


from Oslo, not very high — only about 
2,500 feet — but one of the finest places 
in southern Norway, 
both for skiing and 


The Norwegian 
rented 
‘this chalet for five 
years. It is close to 
~a small lake, is quite 
new and has about 
forty beds, as well 


living room and a 
“special room with an open fireplace. 
For us this is a great experiment 


_- which we are making not because we 
~ are looking for adventure and excite- 


* work, 


ment, but because we need a convenient 
place for our smaller conferences. But 
what is even more important: we see 
the possibility of extending the S-C.M. 
of bringing S.C.M. families 
together for vacations and of providing 
different groups of people with a week 
or two of informal but creative life in 
a Christian community. 

_But more than anything else we would 
like “‘Skrimhytta’”’ to become one of the 
homes within the Federation where 
students from all over the world could 


“meet for summer vacations and form 


a real Christian community in work and 
leisure, discussion and prayer. This 
would provide new inspiration for our 
Movement, and we would be more 
than happy if some foreign students 
would share with us some of the exci- 
tement we find in living up in the 


te 


‘mountains, and if we could share in 


: 


Christian friendship. 

Our first guests were Swedish students. 
who had their S.C.M. ski camp at. 
“Skrimhytta”. Then came students and 
professors from the theological faculty, 
and during Easter the Oslo S.C.M. 
had its conference there. At that time 
we had plenty of snow. But during 
the summer when it is warm, we hope 
to have with us students from many 
different countries ! 

Practical information? A manager 
and kitchen staff will. 
keep the chalet open 
all the year round. 
The full cost of ac- 
commodation will be: 
about 12 Norwegian 
Kroner a day (12 N. 
Ki ses Oren 
Please write the Nor- 
wegian S.C.M. office,. 
Universitetsgaten 20, 
Oslo, forreservations. 
The earlier we get your application, the 
better we can prepare for a_ really 
creative time together this summer at 
“Skrimhytta’’. 

SVEIN HANSSEN-BAUER. 


Canada 


‘‘Man, Machines and the Maker’” 
was the theme of the Canadian Student 
Christian Movement Christmas confe- 
rence held at the McGill S.C.M. House 
in Montreal, as a part of the Movement’s 
effort to bring the great problems of 
industrial society into relation with the 
Christian faith of its members. Sixty 
students of ten denominations met under 
a group of leaders which included three 
ministers of the United Church and 
three Anglican priests. 

Following worship and Bible study, 
provocative addresses were given each 
morning by the Rev. Warren McKenna 


“on the conference theme, while in the 
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evening its relevance to rural areas, the 
individual and the university was consi- 
dered. 
Mr. McKenna used as his normative 
idea the problem of change in the three 
relationships of men: to nature, the 
realm of production, economics; to 
other men, the realm of distribution, 
politics ; to God, the realm of religion, 
the Church. Since the “growing edge” 
of this three-fold relationship is in the 
economic sphere and contemporary 
political and social attitudes arise from 
these economic issues, religion and 
morality should concentrate on them. 
‘While recognising that ‘the perfect 


Christian society on earth is impossible”, | 


we must condemn monopoly capitalism 
which substitutes means for ends — 
forfeits the end of consumption for the 
end of profit accumulation. 

Modern Christianity, ‘like modern 
capitalism, has substituted the means 
(the Church) for the end (the Kingdom 
of God). We must have faith in more 
than the institutional apparatus. Our 
task is to discern the will of God for a 
given generation, and for us this means 
the liberation of men from wage slavery. 
Traditional Church organisation is no 
longer adequate for industrial society 
and “new departures” are needed if 
the Church is to be both pastoral and 
prophetic. 

While the student’s prime purpose 
is study, the S.C.M. can help to bridge 
the gap between pure study and action 
in the industrial crisis. 


Germany 


The following are extracts from a 
letter describing some of the activities 
of the Studentengemeinde in Eastern 
Germany : 


At our Student Pastors’ Conference 
for the first time the student pastors 
of the West Zone and those of the East 
Zone came together in Berlin. This was 
a real gift to those from the East. In 
principle they do not have the oppor- 
tunity to go to the Western part of 
Germany with interzonal passports, and 


therefore easily have a feeling of being 


forgotten. They also had the oppor- 


tunity of getting to know Horst 
Bannach... 


From March 11 to 17 a conference of > 4 


the old Vertrauensstudenten (student 
leaders) took place in Bad Saarow, 
and from March 18 to 24 the new 
Vertrauensstudenten (summer term 1950) - 
met in Berlin. Both were active and 
blessed occasions. The first conference 
gathered thirty-six students and the 
second fifty-five. Many ecumenical 
guests attended the second conference. 
Max-Alain Chevallier was among us 
and brought us your greetings. 

We have decided to appoint Vicar 
Werner Schreck, a young theologian, as 
travelling secretary, besides a student 
chairman. It is the first appointment 
of this kind in the East Zone. 


Burma 


Extracts from letters of U Kyaw Than, 
W.S.C.F. Secretary, to Philippe Maury. 


- Picasa cle ~~ 


wa 


Judson College Church 


Rangoon, Burma. 


... My journey home, which is in 


Upper Burma, was quite an interesting — 


one. We had two occasions when the 
insurgents tried to attack us (travellers). 
On the first occasion one motor-boat 
out of the three conveying passengers ~ 
along the river Irrawadi capsized and 
about thirty people were, drowned. I 
was in the second boat which escaped 
firing. The political situation in Burma 


is not yet very healthy. At one time the — 


University had to be kept closed for 
security reasons and some students halls 
were converted into camps for refugees 
among whom we worked. 

After re-opening of the University we 
had another difficulty or crisis, you may 
call it. The reason was finance, a great 
number of students not paying up hostel 
fees. But we have all come out of this 
too, : 

Still the S.C.M. carries on. When 
hostels were closed and as the University. 
stopped functioning for some time, 


S.C.M. members served as Relief 
t } j bya 


‘ 


2. the campus Gard having devotions and 
§ prayer meetings as usual. Added to 
Student groups at Medical College and 
‘State Teachers’ Training College we 
have contacted the Christian students, 


_ though small in number, at Mandalay 
University College in Upper Burma. I 
_ dropped in there when I had a flying 
visit home. 


5, 
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é ; 
; Djakarta, Indonesia. 
fn, 
. I now leave for Bandung. Then I'll 
' be.spending about one week each in 
- Surabaiya, Djokjakarta and Makassar, 
' before going back to Burma to open 
_ the Burma S.C.M. summer camp by 
* 7th April. On 12th April I'll have to 
; take part in the Bible Assembly for 
_ Christian students and youths in Burma 
till 19th April. From then onwards I 
- have no definite program so far. This 
is my first tour as Federation Secretary 
y and I very much appreciate the presence 
and company of Tommy (Winburn 
: Thomas). I feel this tour will pave the 
Z _way for future promotional correspon- 
_ dence and planning for Movements in 
South East Asia. 


Ceylon 


_ A letter from the General Secretary 
Sof ‘the S.C.M., the Rev. Celestine 


. Fernando, tells of some of the work in - 


Ceylon: 


+ “T read the literature on the W.S.C.F. 

' General Committee with great interest 

_ andin February, in the special Federation 

- number of our News Sheet, we shall 

’ publish as much as we can of the news 

in the Bulletin. We will also have in it 

- some notes of the Asian S.C.M.s sent 
to us by M. M. Thomas. 

i “And a good bit of news you'd like 
to hear, I am sure, is that our S.C.M. 
President, Gerald Cooray, who was at 
Kandy too, left in December and 
_ January for a Good-Will Mission to the 
ee eealan Be C.M., visiting: Perth, Mel- 


hg 


‘bourne, 


‘University S.C.M. 


centres ; he also attended the Australian 
S.C.M. National Conferences at Corio. 
He went on the invitation of the Aus- 
tralian S.C.M., although he himself 
footed the travel bill! It was very 
noble of him and I think it was a direct 
result of the Asian Conference. 

“IT am quite sure that, however 
gradually it may be, a Federation and 
ecumenical consciousness in this Asian 
sector is growing; and thank God for 
it. With:the rise of nationalism and 


culture religions on the one hand, and — 


atheistic communism on the other, this 
growth of Christian consciousness in 
the East is something to be most grateful 


, to God for and it is essential that we in 


the churches build on it as much as we 
can. 

“Bill Nicholls wrote to me for news 
about the student congregation. Our 
and Training and 
Medical S.C.M.s have done student 
Christian work for some years, but the 
first attempt to build up a student 
congregation was when the Church of 
Ceylon Chaplaincy was instituted. As 
I was the ‘victim’ as Chaplain, this 
Chaplaincy work has always been in 
close association with the §.C.M. The 
Sunday morning congregation for Holy 
Communion is chiefly Anglican. But 
all the other work is on an interdeno- 
minational basis. It is on this condition 
that I accepted my appointment. No 
other basis is possible and on this basis 
the response is getting better as the 
years go on.” 
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In a recent edition of the Church of 


Ceylon Chaplaincy News, Mr. Fernando > 


wrote: “The programme of the Chap- 
laincy has been designed not to be an 
end in itself but to help in building up 
our life of devotion, study and service 
to God in fellowship with one another.” 

Following the regular Sunday service 
there is a social hour with a speaker 
or group discussion.. The Rural Service 
Team, conducted under the joint auspices 
of the Chaplaincy and the Ceylon 


-§.C.M., makes fortnightly trips to study 


Sydney’ and other university 


bel 


the cultural, social:-and economic condi- 


tions of a particular village. It publishes 
these findings and assists in the work 
of village reconstruction in association 
with local people. 

A small Prayer Cell of members of 
the student congregation who have 
pledged themselves to pray daily for 
certain specific needs, also meets every 
other Sunday for corporate prayer. 
Chaplaincy and S.C.M. study groups 
are conducted each week. 


Great Britain 


The main affirmations of the Christian 
faith were presented by the Bishop 
of Bristol to large crowds of under- 
graduates during the British S.C.M.’s 
Mission to the University of Oxford. 
On the closing evening of the week 
2,300 attended, with 100 turned away. 

In each College an assistant missioner 
met groups of those who would or 
would not call themselves Christians, 
and was available for individual consul- 
tation. One’ of the most important 
results of the Mission was that it began 
a whole series of discussions between 
Christian and non-Christian students. 

During the series of Question Times 
experts were available to answer ques- 
tions raised on special subjects, with 
those on “Philosophy” and “‘Science”’ 
being particularly successful. 


Greece 


The following proclamation was sent 
out the first of the year by the Christian 
Orthodox Unions and Student Christian 
Association of Greece. We apologise for 
delay of publication. 


The Orthodox Church of Greece has 
proclaimed the 29th of December 1949 
to be a day of national mourning among 
all Greeks for the kidnapping and illegal 
detention of 28,000 children, a crime 
against the very foundations of divine 
and human law itself. 

On behalf of the “Christian Orthodox 
Unions” and especially of the thousands 
of children which belong to our youth 
groups or attend our Sunday schools, 
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we address ourselves to you in order to 
condemn this impious and criminal 
practice, and beg you to support us 
in the sacred struggle for the return of 
our children. 

On the other hand, we beseech you 
to set in motion all the Christian orga- 
nisations throughout the civilized world 
for the enlightenment of international 
public opinion on this tragedy. 


The Co-Chairmen : 


Prof. PANAYOTIS BRATSIOTIS.. 
Father ANGELOS NISSIOTIS. 


In a letter to Marie-Jeanne de Haller 
the following news has been received — 
of the celebration of the Students’ Day 
of Prayer in Athens : 


It is with the deepest joy that I received 
today your kind letter on the occasion 
of the annual meeting of the European 
secretaries of the Student Christian 
Movements. ; 

I very much thank you for your 
wishes and your prayers for the work 
we are doing here in Greece. I am: 
glad to inform you that the 19th of 
February has been celebrated in Athens © 
with great participation as the Students’' — 
Day of Prayer. His Beatitude the 
Archbishop of Athens himself officiated 
during the Holy Mass, which was — 
attended by more than 2,000 girl and | 
boy students. Every student received, ~ 
as he entered the Church, a booklet 
printed especially for the occasion, 
containing the text of the Liturgy. His 
Beatitude delivered an inspiring sermon, 
urging the students to accomplish, with 
a deep feeling of responsibility, their 
duty of leadership towards their fellow- 
countrymen, for the spiritual and 
material rebuilding of this aching ~ 
country. At the end of the Holy Mass 
all the students received a pamphlet 
as a remembrance of that day. It is — 
the first time that such a Day has been 
held in Greece with such a gathering. 

Christian youth in Greece is increasing 
day by day in numbers and is planning 
some excellent missionary work for the 
next summer among the 750,000 refugees 
that are now repatriating their burned — 


_ homes and destroyed villages, and among 
~the soldiers of the Greek army. 
I thank you again with all my heart 
for your remembrance. 
Yours in Jesus Christ, 


JEROME J. COTSONIS. 


Czechoslovakia 


‘ The following letter has been received 
__ from the retiring General Secretary of the 
Czech S.C.M.: 


| “The following news is that I am 
'. leaving the office of Secretary of Aka- 
_ demicka Y.M.C.A. One of the reasons 

is that in the near future I am to say 


_ good-bye to my bachelor days, probably * 


on March 4th, and I am afraid that I 
» would not have been a good husband 
and a good Secretary together, because 
__ my work here takes almost all of my 
' ‘time. For the next period Mr. Drapal 
and Mr. Trojan will replace me and will 
act jointly as secretaries. 
-- “T am far from leaving the work in 
the Akademicka Y.M.C.A.., only passing 
» over back into the ranks of voluntary 
workers. Therefore I do not say good- 
bye to you and am not going to recall 


ee 


_jife over a long period. Just in short: 
_ I owe the Federation very much. A 
_ great part of my spiritual growth I owe 


the influence of the Federation in my, 
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to her and Akademicka Y.M.C.A. and 
most of my best friends I have met 
during the most happy and exciting 
days of my work in these two organisa- 
tions. This is only the human part of 
my experience; I am not to be the 
judge of the other side.” 


DUSAN FRANCt. 


- The Philippines 


The Philippines Y.M.C.A. celebrated 
its 38th birthday recently with three 
conferences with an all-time record 
attendance of 525 college and high 
school students. The annual National 
College Student Conferences at Baguio, 
sponsored jointly by the Y.M.C.A. 
and Y.W.C.A., took ‘Fitness for 
Freedom” as its theme, with Dr. John 
Salter and Dr. Winburn Thomas as 
two of the speakers. The program 
included”morning inspirational meetings 
platform addresses, open forums, general 
discussions,~ commission sessions and 
recreation. 

A high school conference at Baguio 
was centered around the topic “Youth 
on the Road”, while the National High 
School Student Conference sponsored 
by the National Hi-Y Fellowship of 
the Philippines considered various aspects 
of the subject, ““Youth and Life Work”’. 


_. INTERCESSIONS 


Ha In this issue of the News Sheet we would ask that you pray particularly for the 
. various activities of the Federation and the national Movements, for those aspects — 
of our program with which we are especially concerned at the present time. > | 

In the discussions on evangelism in the student milieu at the European Council, 
the importance of pastoral care for students was emphasised. The S. C.M. must 
a never allow its intellectual activities to. divert it from concern for the whole life or 
- i the students, including their personal and social problems. 

The University Commission is stressing the need for developing the work of 3 
the S.C.M. in relation to the total life of the university. We need to establish more>” 
living contacts with the professors and to wrestle with the problem of the meaning 4 
of our studies for us as Christians. The work of the University Commission is ~ 
developing more fully in the European countries and there is a need for its fruitful 
coordination. ‘ a 

The Political Commission is now working toward the Political Consultation — , 
to be held this summer, in the hope that it may be a creative event in the life of the : 
Federation and of the national Movements. f 

The ecumenical work of the Federation in coming months will be chiefly concerned. r 
f with implementing the suggestions of the Ecumenical Consultation and trying to ‘ 

a produce a document on worship which will be of help.to the Federation and the — 
national Movements in planning international and interconfessional meetings. 4 

Plans for the Theological Students’ Conference to be held at Stein bei Nurnberg — 
this summer are now being made and it is hoped that this meeting of future church — » 
Se: leaders from different countries may prove to be.a valuable and enriching experience 4 
oe for all. ; E 

ce The World Christian Youth Commission in which the Federation cooperates ¥ 
with the Y.M.C.A., the Y.W.C.A., the Youth Department of the World Council 4 
of Churches and the World Council of Christian Education is preparing for a meeting wf 


4 


ee in Toronto this summer at which it will make plans for a conference of the: Commis-_ é 
» | sion to be held in Asia in 1952. ad 
oom Please use the reports in this issue of the S.C.M. in South Korea, the Russian 5 
S S.C.M. in France, thetS.C.M. in Canada, Germany, Burma, Ceylon, Czechoslovakia, % 
Bates, Greece, Great Britain and the Philippines, in any way you wish-to help you to pray 4 
for the life and problems of these members of our fellowship’. “f 
" ; 
ae if 
Saas PRAYER oq 

O God, Almighty, Creator of us all, we pray that Thy ‘hole Church F 

may be renewed. We know that she is weak because we ourselves have little a 

iy faith, that she has been silent and passive because we have had no courage, 4 
that she has been confused because we have not sought Thy wisdom, that her Fe 
ministry has been feeble because we have turned from Thy love. We ask Thy. 4 
__. forgiveness knowing that Thou hearest our prayers. And we pray, Father, a 
3 that Thou will pour upon us Thy spirit ‘that Thy Church may be reborn i in this q 
our time. Amen. ! ee 


From the “Church of Ceylon Crise News". 
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